SURVEY OF NVT USERS
Review of National Variety Trials (NVT) Program

BACKGROUND

The GRDC established the National Variety Trials (NVT) program in 2005 in response to calls from the grains industry for the provision of independent information regarding the performance of new varieties. 

NVT independently evaluates new varieties of winter cereals, canola and selected pulse crops from all public and private breeding programs prior to their commercial release and makes the information freely available to Australian grain growers. Currently, more than 580 trials are sown at over 260 locations each year in NVT and the crops tested are wheat, barley, triticale, oats, canola, lupins, lentils, field peas, faba beans and chickpeas.  The costs of NVT are met by the GRDC except in Western Australia where the GRDC has partnered with the Department of Agriculture and Food.
NVT contracts service providers to conduct field trials and varietal evaluations according to standardised protocols. The NVT program is managed by the Australian Crop Accreditation System Limited (ACAS) and information is disseminated to NVT users and participants through an internet accessed database (NVT Online - http://www.nvtonline.com.au).

GRDC is about to conduct a formal Review of the NVT program in order to assess the performance of NVT against its objectives of delivering robust, impartial varietal information to Australian grain growers in a timely manner so as to facilitate the adoption of improved varieties. In assessing the performance of NVT and its delivery to stakeholders, the Review Panel will utilise stakeholder feedback to identify inherent strengths and weaknesses in the program which will form the basis of a roadmap for the future structure and function of NVT.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE SURVEY
1.  Your response is appreciated

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Your response will assist the Review Panel to make recommendations regarding the future direction of the NVT program and potentially improvements to increase the value of NVT to grain growers and possibly to the wider grains industry.  
2.  Your response will be treated confidentially

Please note that your response will be treated as confidential and not released to the public. Survey results will be presented to the NVT Review Panel in a collated format for analytical purposes and individual respondents will not be identified unless they indicate their availability for follow up discussion with the Panel.
3.  Filling out the survey

The survey has been constructed as an electronic form that can be completed on the computer. Alternatively, the survey can be printed out, filled in by hand and then mailed or faxed to the GRDC: 
To mark a  FORMCHECKBOX 
 box, click on the box that corresponds to the answer you wish to give. 

Text boxes       indicate where a written response can be made. The text boxes have been set to unlimited characters, so the response given is not limited to the size of the text box.  The cells in the tables will re-size according to the length of the response given.
4.  Please return responses by Friday 5th September 2008
Please return responses by either email, fax or mail:

Email:
nvtreview@grdc.com.au
Fax:    
02 6166 4599 

Mail:
GRDC



PO Box 5367



Kingston 2604  A.C.T.

5.  For further information

For further information regarding the survey, or the review in general, please contact Juan Juttner:

Email:
j.juttner@grdc.com.au
Phone:    
02 6166 4500

Fax:    
02 6166 4599 

SECTION 1:
 BACKGROUND

1.1. Respondent Details

	By providing the following background information about yourself you will assist the Review Panel to identify NVT operational and extension issues as they relate to specific user groups, crops and regions and thereby make appropriate and targeted recommendations.


	Which of the following best describes your role in the grains industry?
                FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grain grower
                FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agronomist/extension officer
                FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consultant
                FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other    

If Other please elaborate      


	Which of the following NVT crops do you or your clients grow or have a material interest in?


	Barley

Canola

Chickpea

Faba Bean

Field Pea

Lentil

Lupin

Oats

Triticale

Wheat
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	In which Australian production region? (please select all that apply)



	QLD Central 

QLD South East 

QLD South West 

NSW North East  

NSW North West 

NSW Central 

NSW South East 

NSW South West 

VIC Mallee

VIC North Central 

VIC North East

VIC South West

VIC Wimmera


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	TAS All Grain Growing Zones

SA Lower EP

SA Upper EP

SA Mid North

SA Murray Mallee

SA South East
SA Yorke Peninsula

WA Agzone 1 

WA Agzone 2

WA Agzone 3

WA Agzone 4

WA Agzone 5

WA Agzone 6

Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If unsure of the production region what is your postcode?       



1.2.  Use of NVT Variety Information
	Do you use NVT information to determine which varieties you or your clients should grow?


	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 


A. How do you access the NVT information?
              FORMCHECKBOX 
 Directly - NVT Online website
              FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirectly - Agronomist/Consultants
              FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

              If Other please elaborate      
B. Are there changes that could be made to the presentation of NVT data to further enhance its usefulness?

Comment:      

	No   FORMCHECKBOX 

A. Where do you get information regarding variety performance? 

              FORMCHECKBOX 
 State sowing guides
              FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agronomist/Consultants

              FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other growers

              FORMCHECKBOX 
 Breeding companies/seed reps
              FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

             If Other please elaborate      
B. What changes could be made to the presentation of NVT data to encourage you to use NVT data in the future? 

Comment:      


	Of the crops that you grow, have you seen in the last 5 years in your region an increase in the number of new varieties to choose from?  

If YES for which crops? 

     

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

 No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Since January 2005 have you grown any new (recently released) varieties? 

If YES which crops? 

     
If NO what prevented you from doing so? 

     

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

 No   FORMCHECKBOX 




1.3.  NVT Activities
	The National Variety Trials (NVT) aim to generate independent information for growers about newly released crop varieties. Please rate the importance of the following NVT activities on a 1 to 5 scale where 1 indicates the activity is not required by growers and 5 indicates it is essential.  
 

	Provide growers with unbiased and independent comparison of varieties from competing breeding programs
Comment:      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not required
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential


	Increase awareness of the range of varieties and crops that can be grown in a given region
Comment:      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not required
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential


	Provide growers with information on the grain quality and agronomic characteristics of new varieties
Comment:      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not required
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential


	Provide growers with information on the foliar and soil pathogen resistance/tolerance of new varieties
Comment:      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not required
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential


	Provide long term and multi-site yield performance data of varieties
Comment:      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not required
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential


	Please list any other activities you feel should be delivered by NVT 
Comment:      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not required
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential



SECTION 2:
 NVT ONLINE WEBSITE QUESTIONS
	The primary point of NVT variety information dissemination is the NVT Online website. The following questions relate to the functionality of the website


	Have you accessed the NVT Online website (http://www.nvtonline.com.au) since its redevelopment in November 2007?

If YES have the changes improved ease of use?

     

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    
 No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Do you find it easy to access the information you require in the NVT Online website? 

How might information access be enhanced in the future? 

     

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    
 No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Have you used the website variety comparison page to make direct variety comparisons? 

If YES for what purpose?

     
Do you find the page easy to navigate? 

     

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

   
 No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Are there any other features that could be added to the website to improve ease of use/functionality?

Please elaborate:

     

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

   
 No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	In addition to the NVT website, NVT data may also be made available in the following formats. Please indicate if you would use the following should they be made available.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 An annual NVT variety performance supplement in the GRDC Ground Cover magazine
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Downloadable pdf’s containing variety yield and disease data (by crop and region)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

If Other please indicate what other information presentation formats would be useful to you.      



SECTION 3:
 NVT VARIETY INFORMATION QUESTIONS 
	In addition to yield data, NVT collects a range of variety information and presents them on the NVT website. Please indicate how important the following information is when you decide which varieties to grow in your region. As previously, please use the 1 to 5 scale where 1 indicates the information is not important and 5 indicates it is essential.  


	Information on foliar disease resistance

For which diseases?      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not important
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential


	Information on soil pathogen resistance and tolerance

For which pathogens?      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not important
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential


	Information on physiological traits (e.g. acid soils tolerance, lodging resistance, sprouting tolerance etc)

For which traits?      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not important
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential


	Information on plant growth traits (e.g. height, maturity etc)

For which traits?      

	Importance

               1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not important
               2  FORMCHECKBOX 

               3  FORMCHECKBOX 

               4  FORMCHECKBOX 

               5  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Essential


	Would the provision of end-use quality data through NVT be of value to you?

Comment:      

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

 No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Is there any other information that NVT could collect which would be of use to you when deciding which varieties to adopt?

Please elaborate:      

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

 No   FORMCHECKBOX 




	Currently most variety information is accessible using the variety information search function on the NVT website. This function enables the user to compare three varieties simultaneously. Is there an additional presentation format that would be of use to you? For example, information presented in a table form covering all cultivars of a given crop.
Please elaborate:      

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

 No   FORMCHECKBOX 




SECTION 4:
 NVT TRIAL SITE AND FIELD DAY QUESTIONS
	The 2008 NVT program is conducting 588 trials at 265 locations across Australia. The following questions relate to NVT trials and the value of NVT Field Days. 


	In your view do any of the following need to be reviewed? 

· Trial site location 
· Number of trial sites 

· Provision of trial site information
· Other 
If YES which ones and what are the issues?

     

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

  No  FORMCHECKBOX 



	Are you aware that growers, advisors and others visiting NVT trial sites1 can provide feedback2 to the NVT manager on the quality of the trial? 

If YES have you provided feedback in the past? 

     
If NO would you consider doing so in the future? 

     
1please note that access to trial sites requires the approval of the landholder and trial operator

2site audit forms can be found under Resources on the NVT website (http://www.nvtonline.com.au)

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

  No  FORMCHECKBOX 



	Have you attended a NVT Field Day?                 Year              Location
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2007              
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2008              

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

  No  FORMCHECKBOX 



	Did you find the information provided at the Field Day useful? 

If YES what were the most valuable aspects? 

     
If NO how might the day be improved? 

     

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

  No  FORMCHECKBOX 



	Has the information provided at the Field Day helped you to determine which varieties to adopt? 

Please elaborate:
     

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

    

  No  FORMCHECKBOX 




SECTION 5:
 GENERAL QUESTIONS
	Based upon your experience in the grains industry, what is:
1. The most significant improvement that could be made to the current NVT program?      
2. The most valued component of the NVT program?      


	If you were to make three key recommendations to the Review Team regarding the future direction and operation of NVT as they relate to your business they would be:
Recommendation 1.      
Recommendation 2.      
Recommendation 3.      


	Please feel free to make any other comments about the NVT program.         



SECTION 6:
 AVAILABILITY FOR FOLLOW UP DISCUSSIONS
	The Review Panel may wish to follow up comments made in this survey.  

Please indicate whether you or a representative of your company would be available for a teleconference discussion with the Review Panel.



	Available               FORMCHECKBOX 
         

Not Available        FORMCHECKBOX 

         
	Name of representative

     

	Contact details 
     
                       








