














Key achievements

During the year, the GRDC, in collaboration with is
research partners, successfully implemented its
annual operational plan and responded to the
priorities of the Australian Government and Australian
grain growers.

Also in 2007-08:

¢ The draft national Climate Change Research
Strategy for Primary Industries was facilitated by
the GRDC and other RDCs, CSIRO, and federal,
state and territory governments. The collaborators
worked to develop relevant performance
indicators and time-lines to implement the
national strategy.

¢ The Environmental Plan for the Australian Grains
Industry was developed by the GRDC in
consultation with its industry partners. The
implementation of the plan will equip Australian
grain growers with the knowledge needed to
manage a broad range of environmental
challenges—including climate change—while
continuing to develop a profitable, progressive
and sustainable industry.

e The GRDC, through its involvement with the
Primary Industries Standing Committee, provided
strong support for the development of a national
strategy for grains RD&E. A nationally agreed and
coordinated strategy will be essential to continue
to drive productivity and innovation within the
grains industry. This strategy is expected to be
finalised by mid-2009.

¢ Australian grain varieties were screened in Kenya
for resistance against the exotic Ug99 stem rust
pathogen, through the partnership facilitated by
the GRDC between the International Maize and
Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) and the
Australian Cereal Rust Control Program (ACRCP).

e Agreement was reached on an industry standard
plant breeder’s rights (PBR) licence. The GRDC
published a fact sheet on the agreement, and
distributed 43,000 copies to industry
representatives and grain growers via Ground
Cover magazine. This agreement will improve
communication about and administration of End
Point Royalties.

Fifteen new canola varieties were released in 2007-08.
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